
Material decision tree

Is the exhibition
temporary or
permanent? 

Will it go on tour?

Do you have existing
structures to reuse?

Permanent Temporary

No Yes

No Yes

Focus exhibition
layouts and design briefs

on enabling future reuse of
components and

individual materials

Plan to maximise
reuse of existing structural
components and individual

materials

RAG 1

Design for durability
and adaptability 

(Multiple use cycles reduce   
long-term carbon footprint)  

Are you confident that
reused and specified

materials will be
responsibly processed at

the end of their use cycle?

Prioritise modular
structural design options that
are lightweight and can be

efficiently packed for
transport and storage

RAG 4

Design for rugged re-use
that is lightweight  

(Minimising weight and volume is   
crucial for transport carbon impact)    

RAG 2

Bio-based material design
(Material recovery/reuse

strategy dominant)

RAG 3

Recycled material design
(Structure recovery/reuse

strategy dominant)

No Yes

Specify
additional materials that

can be easily processed to
be returned back

into the environment

Build in as much reuse
as possible into the

design.

Unknown.
Undertake an audit

of your current shows
and storage

Create an end of life plan for all materials. 


