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SAMURAI, the Way of the Warrior
It was with great pride of accomplishment that Contemporanea Progetti of Florence, Italy in collaboration with 
the Museo Stibbert inaugurated the North American tour of Samurai, The Way of the Warrior in November, 2014.  
Drawing from the rich and renowned Japanese collection of the museum located in Florence Italy, the exhibition 
features some 100 exquisite objects that relate to the legendary samurai warriors and characterize the period from 
1185 – 1868 when Japan was ruled by the samurai military class that embodied the ideals of and lived by the code 
of Bushido (Way of the Warrior). The exhibition traveled to five US venues where it was greeted by great public 
enthusiasm and critical acclaim.

Curated by Riccardo Franci, noted specialist of the subject and head of the Oriental Section of the museum, the 
exhibition unfolds in sections organized according to the typology of the objects - full suits of armor, helmets, swords, 
sword-hilts, saddles to be sure - but also exquisite objects, some intended for more personal use such as lacquered 
writing boxes and incense trays, others, delicate works of art such as screens and scrolls that portray a way of life.

A series of suggestive graphic panels accompany the objects and the visitors. Not only do the panels provide informative 
information regarding the history of the samurai and the objects on view, but they also serve to magnify the exquisite 
details of the craftsmanship hidden in the objects. Other state-of-the art, multimedia elements, newly designed by 
Contemporanea Progetti enhance the immersive experience.

The exhibition concludes with a video and illustration about the Museo Stibbert. Frederick Stibbert was born in 
Florence in 1838, but educated in England. His grandfather had been the Commander in Chief of the British East 
India Company in Bengal and governor there for many years in the late 1700s, amassing a great fortune and estate 
that was inherited by Frederick Stibbert. This enabled Stibbert, an astute and sophisticated financier and collector to 
dedicate his life to collecting works of art and antiques but in particular, armor and weaponry. Although he started 
collecting in 1861, his passion and attention turned towards the Far East and in particular Japan in the early 1870s. 
This coincided with the opening of Japan towards the West after centuries of isolation and the end of the political 
power of the Samurai class. Consequently, Japanese works of art and artifacts began to appear at European art 
markets such as the Universal Exposition in Paris of 1867.  

Documentation of the Stibbert Collection corresponds to the systematic acquisition of objects through such fairs, 
antiquarians, private collections and then directly from Japan through agents. One of earliest, largest and most 
important collections outside of Japan, the Stibbert Japanese Collection contains some 2000 numbers of inventory 
and includes 95 suits of armor, 200 helmets, 285 swords (long and short), daggers and spears, 880 sword guards, some 
firearms, in addition to lacquered objects, furnishings, porcelain, screens and scrolls. 

According to his own criteria, Frederick Stibbert transformed his Florentine hillside villa and park into the museum 
today known as the Museo Stibbert that conserves magnificent collections of nearly 50,000 items, including the 
Japanese Collection considered one of the earliest, largest and most important collections outside Japan.

It is also with great enthusiasm that Contemporanea Progetti in collaboration with the Museo Stibbert announce the 
launch of an upcoming World Tour.
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Houston Museum of Natural Science
Houston, Texas
November 2014 - September 2015
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Georgia Museum of Art
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia
October 2015 - January 2016













The John & Mable Ringling Museum of Art
Sarasota, Florida
January 2016 – ApriL 2016 
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Frist Center for the Visual Arts
Nashville, TN 
November 4, 2016 – January 16, 2017
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Chazen Museum of Art
Madison, Wisconsin
April 18, 2017 – July 23, 2017
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