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The Design M
useum

 Touring Program
m

e
The program

m
e w

as set up in 2002 w
ith the aim

 of bringing 
design exhibitions to audiences around the UK and internationally. 
Since then, the m

useum
 has organised m

ore than 130 tours to 
104 venues in 31 countries w

orldw
ide.

The Design M
useum

’s touring exhibitions range in size from
 

150 to 1000 square m
etres and cover all areas of design – 

architecture, fashion, furniture, graphics, product and m
ore.

About the Design M
useum

The Design M
useum

 is the w
orld’s leading m

useum
 devoted 

to architecture and design. Its w
ork encom

passes all elem
ents 

of design, including fashion, product and graphic design. Since 
it opened its doors in 1989, the m

useum
 has displayed everything 

from
 an AK-47 to high heels designed by Christian Louboutin. 

It has staged over 100 exhibitions, w
elcom

ed over five m
illion 

visitors and show
cased the w

ork of som
e of the w

orld’s m
ost 

celebrated designers and architects including Paul Sm
ith, Zaha 

Hadid, Jonathan Ive, M
iuccia Prada, Frank G

ehry, Eileen G
ray 

and Dieter Ram
s. O

n 24 Novem
ber 2016, the Design M

useum
 

relocated to Kensington, W
est London. Architect John Paw

son 
converted the interior of a 1960s m

odernist building to create 
a new

 hom
e for the Design M

useum
, giving it three tim

es 
m

ore space in w
hich to show

 a w
ider range of exhibitions and 

significantly extend its learning program
m

e.

In M
ay 2018, the Design M

useum
 w

as aw
arded the title of 

European M
useum

 of the Year.
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Exhibition overview
At a tim

e w
hen design is enjoying unprecedented popularity 

w
ith the public, A Century of Chairs offers an engaging and 

inform
ative opportunity to trace the history of m

odern design 
through the evolution of one object – the chair. The exhibition 
features a collection of seventy classic chairs from

 the Design 
M

useum
 Collection – each of w

hich illustrates a landm
ark in 

aesthetics, functionality, m
aterials, production technology or 

sustainability.

No object tells the history of m
odern design m

ore eloquently 
than the chair. From

 M
ichael Thonet’s discovery of how

 to 
m

ass-m
anufacture bentw

ood chairs in the late 19th century 
and M

arcel Breuer’s pioneering use of tubular steel at the 
Bauhaus in the 1920s, to Charles and Ray Eam

es’ plyw
ood 

innovations in the 1940s, the pop-inspired plastic chairs of 
Verner Panton and Joe Colom

bo in the 1960s and recent 
advances by contem

porary designers, such as Jasper M
orrison 

and the Bouroullec brothers, the chair has long been a focus of 
experim

entation for m
odern designers.

Featuring 70 classic chairs from
 the Design M

useum
 Collection, 

A Century of Chairs assesses the design and developm
ent 

of the chair in term
s of aesthetics, functionality, technology, 

ergonom
ics and sustainability. Som

e of the chairs in this 
exhibition are extraordinarily flam

boyant, such as Charles and 
Ray Eam

es’ spectacular La Chaise, first designed in 1948 but 
not produced until decades later, or the Crow

n Chair w
elded by 

Tom
 Dixon in his London w

orkshop during the late 1980s. O
ther 

chairs are rem
arkable exam

ples of technological innovation: 
notably M

arcel Breuer’s 1925-1927 W
assily, w

hich w
as one of 

the first chairs to be m
ade from

 tubular m
etal, and pioneering 

plastic chairs from
 Verner Panton’s sensual 1960 Panton Chair 

to the equally innovative Air Chair developed by Jasper M
orrison 

as recently as 1999.
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Stool 60, Alvar Aalto
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1 M
ezzadro, Achille & Pier G

iacom
o Castiglioni

2 Zig-Zag, G
errit Thom

as Reitveld
3 Red Blue Chair, G

errit Thom
as Reitveld

4 4870 Stacking Chairs, Anna Castelli Ferrieri
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Exhibition view, The Civic, Barnsley

Exhibition details
D

esign M
useum

 Curator
G

em
m

a Curtin

Venues (selected)
Design M

useum
, 2003

Design Centre, Barnsley, 2004

Cartw
right Hall, Bradford, 2008

The Civic, Barnsley, 2010

Cheongju International Craft Biennale, 2011

Storey G
allery, Lancaster, 2012

Sew
erby Hall, Yorkshire, 2015

Tour Availability
from

 Autum
n 2020

Space
200 – 400 square m

etres 



H
ire fee, on request, includes:

 – Curation and exhibition concept
– Tour m

anagem
ent by Design M

useum
 staff

– Exhibits
– Use of im

ages w
ith cleared rights

– Exhibition text in English

Term
s and conditions

Costs payable by the venue:
 – Hire fee, in instalm

ents
– Exhibition and graphic design
– Share of transport and crating costs
– Storage of em

pty crates
– Nail-to-nail insurance
– All costs relating to exhibition production
– Installation and de-installation costs
– M

arketing

To find out m
ore about this exhibition and other tours available 

from
 2020 onw

ards, please contact:

Charlotte Bulté
Acting Head of Touring
charlotte.bulte@

designm
useum

.org
00 44 (0) 20 3862 5883

designm
useum

.org/exhibitions/touring-exhibitions

designm
useum

.org

Every reasonable attem
pt has been m

ade to identify ow
ners of copyright. Errors and om

issions notified 
to the m

useum
 w

ill be corrected in subsequent editions.

p.1, G
ravity Road; all other im

ages ©
 the Design M

useum
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Contact

Cover im
age: RP7 Nesting Arm

chairs, J.E.L. Q
uittner
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